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We must take a Saint to guide us on our way. Let it be

that grand lover of Jesus, the Apostle St. Paul. His

conversion was one of the chief glories of the

Precious Blood. Redeeming grace was his favorite theme.

He was forever magnifying and praising the Blood of Jesus.

His heart was filled with it, and was enlarged by grace that

it might hold yet more. After the Heart of Jesus, never was

there a human heart like that of Paul, in which all other

human hearts might beat as if it were their own, unless it be

that other universal heart, the heart of King David, which

has poured itself out for all mankind, in those varying

strains of every changeful feeling, by means of its sweet

Psalms. St. Paul's heart feels for every one, makes every

one's case its own, sorrows and rejoices with those who

sorrow or rejoice, and becomes all things to all men that it

may save them all. Among the wonders of creation there are

few to compare with that glorious apostolic heart. The

vastness of its sympathies, the breadth of its charity, the

unwearied hopefulness of its zeal, the delicacy of its

considerateness, the irresistible

attraction of its imperious love - all

this was the work of the Precious

Blood; and that heart is still alive

even upon earth, still beating in his

marvelous Epistles as part of the

unquenchable life of the Church. It

is impossible to help connecting

these characteristics of St. Paul's

heart with the manifest devotion to

the Precious Blood. Let us take him

then as our guide amidst the

unsearchable riches of Christ and

the superabounding graces of His

redeeming Blood. As it was with the

disciples as they walked to Emmaus

with Jesus, so will it be with us as

we go along with His servant Paul.

Our hearts will burn within us by

the way; and we ourselves shall

grow hot from the heat of that magnificent heart of him

who guides us. 

Act of Consecration to the Most Precious Blood

Blood of Jesus, inebriate me! O Jesus, my Beloved Savior,

ever present in the Tabernacle, to be the strength, the joy

and the food of souls, I come to consecrate myself to Thy

Precious Blood, and to pledge Thee my sincere love and

fidelity. Pierced with sorrow at the remembrance of Thy

sufferings, the contemplation of the Cross, and the thought

of the outrages and contempt lavished by ungrateful souls

upon Thy dear Blood, I long, O my Jesus, to bring joy to

Thy Heart, and to make Thee forget my sins, and those of

the whole world, by consecrating my body and soul to Thy

service. I desire, my Jesus, to live henceforth, only by Thy

Blood and for Thy Blood. I now choose It as my greatest

treasure and the dearest object of my love. 

O merciful Redeemer, deign to regard me as a perpetual

adorer of Thy Most Precious Blood, and be pleased to

accept my prayers, my deeds and my

sacrifices, as so many acts of

reparation and love. 

Heavenly Wine, giver of purity and

strength, pour down upon my soul.

Make of my heart a living chalice

from which grace shall constantly

flow on those that love Thee, and

especially on poor sinners that

offend Thee. Teach me to honor Thee

and to make Thee honored by others.

Give me power to draw to Thee cold

and hardened hearts, that they may

feel how infinitely Thy consolations

surpass those of the world.

O Blood of my Crucified Savior,

detach me from the world, and the

spirit of the world. Make me love

SFO Rule No. 12: Witnessing to the good yet to come and obliged to acquire purity of heart because of the vocation they have embraced,

they should set themselves free to love God and their brothers and sisters.



No. 20 Scenes from the Life of Christ: 4. Flight

into Egypt (detail) by Giotto di Bondone,1304-06,

Fresco, Cappella Scrovegni (Arena Chapel), Padua

suffering and sacrifice, after the example of St. Catherine of

Sienna, who loved Thee so much [and whom I choose again

today as my special patroness]. 

O Precious Blood, be my strength amid the trials and

struggles of exile. Grant that at the hour of death I may be

able to bless Thee for having been the comfort and the

sanctification of my soul, before becoming, in Heaven, the

everlasting object of my love and praise.

Saints of God, who owe thy happiness to the Blood of Jesus;

Angelic spirits, who sing Its glory and power, august

Virgin, who to It owest the privileges of thine Immaculate

Conception and Divine Maternity, help me to pay to the

Precious Blood of my Redeemer a perpetual homage of

adoration, reparation and thanksgiving. Amen. 

– excerpts from Fr. Faber, THE PRECIOUS BLOOD  

The "Precious Blood

of Christ" relic, one of

the most sacred

art i facts of  the

Catholic Church, was

taken from Fecamp

Abbey in Normandy

on June 2, 2022.

Police believe the

t h i e v e s  l o c k e d

themselves in the

church overnight to

steal the relic, in

addition to other

works of art and

pieces of gold.

Dutch  de tect i ve

Arthur Brand, who is

called "Dutch Indiana

Jones" for his ability to recover stolen art, said the thieves

contacted him anonymously three weeks ago and left the

relic on his doorstep more than 300 miles from where it was

stolen.

"This person was approaching me on behalf of another, at

whose home the stolen relics were being stored," Brand

said.

"A couple of days later, at 10:30 in the evening, the doorbell

rang. I looked from my balcony outside and in the dark I

saw a box," Brand said. "I ran down the stairs, afraid that

someone would take the box. Outside I looked around, but

there was no one there."

Brand tweeted Monday (July 12, 2022) "I recovered the

legendary "Blood of Jesus" of Fecamp, one of the oldest and

holiest relics of the Catholic Church."

Brand, who has recovered more than 200 priceless works of

art, said he plans to turn the sacred relic over to Dutch

police Tuesday.

The shrine contains two lead vials, believed to hold the

blood of Jesus from his crucifixion. The relic was taken two

weeks before the annual "Mass of the Sacred Blood"

celebration at Fecamp abbey, to which pilgrims have

migrated for 1,000 years to worship the "Precious Blood"

relic.

"As a Catholic, this is about as close to Jesus and the Holy

Grail legend as you can get," Brand said. "Seven to 8% of

stolen art is returned and much of it is destroyed. In this

case, I think the thief had no idea what it was," Brand told

the BBC.

"To have the ultimate relic, the blood of Jesus in your

home, stolen, that's a curse," he said. "When they realized

what it was, that you in fact cannot sell it, they knew they

had to get rid of it."

- Story Credit UPI News 

ô

Inside...
Action Items for Immaculata Fraternity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Current Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Regional Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

National and International Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Franciscan Saints Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

July 21  Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, OFM Cap, Doctor of

the Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Special Articles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Book Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Talking Points on the Dobbs Case, the Supreme Court

Decision overturning Roe V Wade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Prayer Intentions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

For the needs of our Fraternity members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

SFO Rule Excerpts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Praying with our father Francis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Recovered Reliquary of the Precious Blood

stolen on June 6, 2022 from Fecamp Abbey,

France ond recovered on  June 28, 2022.. 
Photo credit by Ramon van Flymen/EPA-EFE:  

Immaculata Fratermity Newsletter Page 2 July 2022



Carol Lieser, 

Immaculata

Minister

Minister’s Letter 

What Can We Learn From Bonaventure? 

 July 15 is the Feast of Saint Bonaventure,

one of our great Franciscans. With

Blessed John Duns Scotus, Bonaventure is

one of the most important and influential

Franciscan philosophers and theologians.

Something must be understood to

comprehend why this man gave his whole life to Christ

and the Gospel. Without this foundational viewpoint of

Saint Bonaventure, one can overlook the motivation for

his life, thought, prayers, philosophy, and theology. We

are speaking of his Christocentric view or what Duns

Scotus calls the primacy of Christ.

     Saint Bonaventure was a true spiritual son of Saint

Francis. Bonaventure even writes in The Major

Legend that he had a near-death experience from which

he was saved through the intercession of Saint Francis:

“For when I was a boy, as I still vividly remember, I was

snatched from the jaws of death by his invocation and

merits.”

     Saint Bonaventure entered the Order of Friars Minor in

1244. Through his education and prayer life with the

friars, Saint Bonaventure came to understand something

very essential about the world and creation: Christ is at

the center of it all. Bonaventure understands that we

come from God, we exist in relation to God, and we are to

return to God. The Trinity is the basis for his thinking.

The Father is the fountain of goodness and communicates

goodness to His Son, who in turn loves the Father in the

Spirit. Bonaventure sees God as an infinite primordial

mystery of self- communicative love. Everything flows

from God (emanation) and everything ultimately returns

to God (consummation).

     What can this thirteenth century Franciscan teach us

about God? How can his life and experience, which was

so different from our own, be of any help? 

     Saint Bonaventure, along with all great Franciscans,

grasped and understood that in the Incarnation of Jesus

Christ (the Son of God coming down from Heaven to take

on our human nature) is found the answer to all

humanity’s questions and desires. Every mystery and

question that we have as a human species is given an

answer in Jesus Christ.

     Why is this the case? Jesus lived two thousand years

ago; what can his life mean for every person who ever

existed? This answer comes from who Jesus is for Saint

Bonaventure. Jesus Christ himself, the Incarnate God, is

the pontifex (the bridge) between God and humanity.

Since Jesus is both fully God and fully human, in all

things but sin, Jesus is the answer to all of humanity’s

need and desire for God. This means that Jesus became

the model for every human person, not just those who

believe in God. The fullness of the Incarnation, God

taking upon himself our human existence, is the answer

to every conflict and division. 

     As Saint Bonaventure wrote,

“In all your deeds and words, you

should look upon this Jesus, as

your model. Do so,

whether you are walking

or keeping silence, or

speaking, whether you

are alone or with others.

He is perfect and thus,

you will be, not only irreprehensible

but praiseworthy.”  

     This is what is known as Saint

Bonaventure’s Christocentric view: Jesus is the

model and complete expression of humanity.

With this view, if we are to understand who

we are as humans, we must experience the

revelation of Jesus’ Incarnation.

This Christocentric view was even confirmed

by the Second Vatican Council. The

document Gaudium et Spes, states that “the

truth is that only in the mystery of the

incarnate Word does the mystery of man take

on light…Christ, the final Adam, by the

revelation of the mystery of the Father and

His love, fully reveals man to man himself

and makes his supreme calling clear.”       

     As we can see, Jesus’ Incarnation reveals to us humans

our very selves and makes clear our true desire: the

calling to be in loving union with God. 

     This emphasis on the love and mercy of God is a

natural consequence of Saint Bonaventure’s 

Christocentric view. The reason for creation, the reason

for the Incarnation, the reason for the human life of Jesus,

the reason for the suffering, death, and resurrection of

Jesus, is the outcome of God’s deep and unbounded love

for us humans.

     In the legacy of Saint Francis of Assisi, the primary

reason and goal of life is to love God with every fiber of

one’s being; to love so much that one becomes

transformed into the image of the Beloved. This is our

supreme calling and vocation: to recognize God’s love for

us and to be moved to love God in return.
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St Bonaventure Enters the Franciscan Order
by Herrera by Francisco de Herrera the Elder,
1628, Oil on canvas, 231 x 215 cm
Museo del Prado, Madrid

     Just like Saint Bonaventure, we humans must

recognize our deep longings and desires. These are seen

through music, art, poetry, and many other human

expressions. And all these expressions have something in

common: the desire to reach beyond itself to someone or

something.   

     This inherent desire and yearning are in all humans,

no matter our culture, race, age, era, etc. The wisdom of

Saint Bonaventure is that all of these are satisfied in the

union of God and humanity, the union of Jesus Christ

himself. 

     Bonaventure’s “Journey of the Mind to God” (1259), is

a masterpiece showing the way by which man as a

creature ought to love and contemplate God through

Christ after the example of St. Francis. Bonaventure

places a special emphasis on the humanity of Christ

whereby imitation of Christ is integral to the journey to

God. Through imitation of Christ, the human person

participates in the building up of the body of Christ

which in Bonaventure’s’ view is the source of leading

back of all things to God. All things must lead back to

God (reductio). It is the human person alone who can

obtain a relationship with God. A point to be made is that

this capacity of the

human person for God

is not a matter for the

individual alone. In

Bonaventure’s view,

one’s relationship with

God influences the

destiny of creation and

the consummation of

history. While the

human person is capable

of knowing and loving

God, such a capacity is

grounded in freedom.

God has revealed the

way, the truth and the life in Christ, but we must have the

desire to see. 

     If Jesus is known, recognized, and valued as the center

of all human existence, then we will experience God’s

love and mercy, which satisfies every part of our human

lives. We will truly know the Beloved, the one who loves

us so much that he wishes to be with us in every aspect of

our experiences. This is what the Christocentric view of

Saint Bonaventure can give to us and to all future

cultures. As he beautifully wrote,

“Seek the answer in God’s grace, not

doctrine; desire, not intellect; the

groaning of prayer, not studious

reading; the Spouse, not the master;

God, not man; darkness, not clarity;

not light, but the fire that inflames

totally and carries one into God with

intense fervor and burning love.”

     Brothers and Sisters, this is the true gift of our call to

serve Christ; we realize how much God loves us (the

Incarnational view of Franciscans) and we learn the great

gift of the relationship with the Trinity (the Trinitarian

view of Franciscans) in which we are invited to partake.

Then, we see that perfect joy comes to us as we use our

freedom to obtain Him and to be with Him, eternally.

During this month of July, spend time in your prayer

contemplating these three questions. Where do you come

from? What is your purpose?  Where are you going? Such

time spent with Him in prayer will surely lead to great

happiness and peace and the love and goodness intended

for all humans. 

   Peace and All Good,  

St Francis of Assisi, pray for us.  

St Bonaventure, pray for us.  

Mary, our Mother, pray for us.

         Carol Lieser ofs

 Credit for the insights for this article is given to these

references: 

Bonaventure. The Journey of the Mind to God, The tree of life,

The life of St Francis – Classics of Western   

Spirituality.  Translated by Ewert Cousins (1978). Mahwah, NJ:

Paulist Press

Bonaventure. The Major Legend (Legenda Sancti Francisci). 

Cardinal Manning (Ed.). (2010). Gatonia, NC: Tan   

         Books. 

Delio, Ilia OSF. (2001). Simply Bonaventure: An introduction of

His life, thought and writing. (2nd ed.). Hyde 

          Park, NY: New City Press.

Friar Arturo Felix OFM Conv (July 15, 2021). In: “Franciscan

Voice Newsletter.” The Christocentric View.

His Holiness Pope Paul VI. Gaudium et Spes. Pastoral

Constitution on the Church in the Modern World. (Dec

7,  1965).  In: The Sixteen Documents of Vatican II.

(1999). Douglas Bushman and Marianne Trouvé FSP

(Eds.). Boston: Pauline Press. 

Action Items for Immaculata Fraternity
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Patriot House is upcoming, make sure you bring your

food.

Current Events

Regional Information

Regional Election of June 25, 2022 Results

Minister: Paul Gonzales

Vice Minister: Dolores Boswell

Spiritual Formator: Bob Evart

Secretary: Shirley Atwood

Treasurer: Carmine Esposito

Ruffino portion counselor: Azalia Perez

Ruffino alternate: Josefina Guzman

Leo Portion councilor: Janie Rios

Leo alternate: Elba De Laune

Angelo portion councilor: Mary Bray

Angelo alternate: Paty Carranza

 

National and International Events

Franciscan Saints Calendar

Calendar and Saint of the Month article both used with

Permission of James Fitzhenry from Roman-Catholic-

Saints.com.  This month’s entry on St. Lawrence of

Brindisi was taken from The Franciscan Book of Saints, by

Marion Habig, ofm from the Roman-Catholic-Saints. com

website. 

 JULY

1. Feast of the Precious Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ

2. Feast of the Visitation of Our Lady

3. B.l Marie Anne Fontcuberta, Virgin, religious of the

Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d.

1886

4. 8 Martyrs of China, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order 

and Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1900

5. Bl. Ignace Falzon, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order 

Secular, d. 1865

6. St. Maria Goretti, Virgin Martyr, Cordbearer, d. 1902

7. Bl. Oddino Barrotti, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, 

d. 1400

8. St. Elizabeth of Portugal, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order 

Secular, d. 1336

9. St. Veronica Giuliani, Virgin, Capuchin religious, d. 1727

10. 8 Martyrs religious of the Franciscan 1st Order of Damas, d. 

1860

11. 11 Martyrs religious of the Franciscan 1st Order of Holland, 

d. 1572

12. Sts. Geoffrey and Joachim, Priests, religious of the 

Franciscan 1st Order, martyrs 1679

13. St. Francis Solano, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st 

Order, d. 1610

14. St. Bonaventure, Bishop, Doctor of the Church, religious of 

the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1274

15. Bl. Bernard of Baden, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order 

Secular, d. 1458

16. Our Lady of Mount Carmel; St. Marie-Madeleine Postel, 

Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in 

community, under a Rule], d. 1846

17. Bl. Pierre De Foligno, Confessor, Franciscan Third Order 

Secular, d. 1614

18. St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest, had been a tertiary before 

founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1614

19. St. Vincent de Paul, Priest, had been a tertiary before 

founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1660

20. St. Jerome Emilien, Priest, had been a tertiary before 

founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1537

21. St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest, Capuchin religious, Doctor 

of the Church, d. 1619

22. Bl. Angelina of Marciano, Virgin, religious of the 

Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], 

d. 1435

23. Bl. Louise of Savoy, Virgin, of the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a 

"Poor Clare" sister, d. 1503

24. Bl. Modestin de Jesus-Marie, Priest, religious of the 

Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1864

25. Bl. Antoine Lucci, Bishop, Conventual religious, d. 1752

26. St. Anne, mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary

27. Bl. Mary Magdalene Martinengo, Virgin, Capuchin, d. 1737

28. Bl. Marie-Therese of the Infant Jesus, Virgin, Capuchin, 

martyr 1941

29. Bl. Alphonse de l’Immaculee, virgin, religious of the 

Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], 

d. 1946

30. St. Leopold de Castelnovo, Priest, Capuchin religious, d. 

1942

31. St. Ignace de Loyola, Priest, had been a tertiary before 

founding or joining another religious Institute, d. 1556

Fraternity Members with Profession Dates in July

- None -

Immaculata Fratermity Newsletter Page 5 July 2022

http://www.franciscan-sfo.org/sts/saints0.htm


St Lawrence of Brindisi, ofm cap,  Doctor

of the Church, taken from the Knights of the Holy

Eucharist website.

Franciscan Saint for the Month

July 21  Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, OFM Cap, Doctor of

the Church

Saint Lawrence of Brindisi was one of the greatest

ornaments of the

Capuchin Order, and

deserved well of both

Church and State at the

beginning of the 17th

century. He was born at

Brindisi in the kingdom

of Naples in 1559.

From his tenderest years

Saint Lawrence of

Brindisi evinced rare gifts

of nature and grace. In remembrance of Jesus in the

Temple at 12 years of age, a custom prevails in Italy at

Christmas time permitting boys to preach in public.

Lawrence was only six years old when he preached in the

cathedral of his native town with such force and point

that his audience was deeply affected and many entered

upon a more Christian life.

Saint Lawrence of Brindisi entered the Capuchin friary at

Verona when he was only 16 years of age. He

distinguished himself from the very beginning as a model

of perfection. He was punctual at all the community

exercises, perfect in his submission to superiors, and full

of respect and charity towards his brethren.

When his novitiate was over, Saint Lawrence of Brindisi

continued to pursue his studies. He was very successful

in the study of philosophy and theology, and acquired so

thorough a command of foreign languages that he was

able to preach in French, Spanish, German, Greek, and

even in Hebrew. He ascribed his success not so much to

his talents as to the special help he received from Mary,

the Seat of Wisdom, whom he honored with tender

devotion.

With such accomplishments Father Lawrence started out

on a highly fruitful missionary life. At first he visited the

various cities in Italy; Venice, Pavia, Verona, Padua,

Naples, where his labors were blessed with remarkable

success. He was then called to Rome, where he was

entrusted with the conversion of the Jews. His thorough

knowledge of the Hebrew language won for him the

esteem of the rabbis, and his gentle manner led many an

Israelite to baptism.

In 1598 Saint Lawrence of Brindisi was sent to Germany

with eleven other friars to establish Capuchin convents

there and to counteract the heresy of Luther, which was

at that time gaining a foothold in Austria.

Emperor Rudolph II entrusted to our saint the task of

organizing a crusade against the Turks, who were

threatening to invade the whole Christian Occident. Saint

Lawrence of Brindisi, who loved seclusion, was now

obliged to visit the principal cities of Germany to

negotiate the cause with the princes, and preach it to the

people. Due to his wisdom and holiness, which almighty

God permitted him to manifest in astonishing ways, his

efforts proved successful.

While he was saying holy Mass in Munich in the chapel

of the duke of Bavaria, our Lord appeared after the

elevation in the form of a resplendent Child, who

lovingly caressed the saint. Frequently Saint Lawrence of

Brindisi was so affected during the celebration of holy

Mass that he shed copious tears. Altar linens thus

moistened with his tears were later used on the sick, and

they were cured as were the faithful by the kerchiefs of St

Paul.

Saint Lawrence of Brindisi was made the chief chaplain of

the powerful army of Archduke Matthias, which went to

Hungary in 1601 to war against the Turks. Although quite

crippled with rheumatism, he mounted his horse and,

crucifix in hand, rode at the head of the troops to the

battlefield.
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Supreme Court Building

The first sight of the enemy was most discouraging, for

their position was so favorable and their number so

superior that the most stout-hearted officers despaired of

victory. But in the name of the God of battles Saint

Lawrence of Brindisi promised victory to the Christians

and inspired them all with fiery courage. The enemy was

completely routed.

Lawrence now returned to Italy where he hoped he might

again serve God in his beloved solitude. But the general

chapter of the order elected him vicar general. He was

obliged in obedience to accept this heavy burden. In this

high office he proved a charitable and vigilant pastor to

his brethren. When his term expired, the pope again sent

him to Germany, this time on an errand of peace, to

reconcile the Archduke Matthias with his brother, the

emperor. Again he was successful.

After Saint Lawrence of Brindisi returned to Italy, the

kingdom of Naples, his native land, was in need of his

services. This kingdom which at that time belonged to

Phillip III of Spain, was governed by a viceroy who

cruelly oppressed the people. The only hope lay in

presenting the people's grievances to the king through

Father Lawrence. The latter sympathized with the people

and journeyed to Spain, only to learn that the king was

then in Portugal. So on he went to Lisbon, where he

pleaded the people's cause and obtained the dismissal of

the viceroy.

This errand of charity cost Lawrence his life. Saint

Lawrence of Brindisi fell very ill at Lisbon. He knew that

his end was drawing near and told his companions so.

After devoutly receiving the last sacraments, he fell into

ecstasy, during which he went to the sweet embrace of his

Lord on the feast of St Mary Magdalen, July 22, 1619.

Pope Pius VI beatified him in 1783, and on December 8,

1881, Pope Leo XIII canonized him. In December 1958

Pope John XXIII signed a decree declaring St. Lawrence to

be a Doctor of the Church.

 

ô

Special Articles

No special Articles for July

ô

Book Review

Talking Points on the Dobbs Case, the Supreme Court

Decision overturning Roe V Wade

By Fr. Frank Pavone National Director, Priests for Life

Presented by Brad Toups

Note: a copy of the full decision is available here:

https://www.priestsforlife.org/pdf/dobbs-v-jackson-wom

en-health.pdf

Talking Points on Dobbs Case – Fr. Frank Pavone,

National Director, Priests for Life

As the drama regarding

the Supreme Court’s

Dobbs case on abortion

continues to unfold, we

continue

to update our talking

points regarding the

decision.

Here are some brief, key points that will help you both

understand and discuss this decision:

What the case is about

(These first ten points are in our Dobbs brochure,

available for order at ProLifeProducts.org.)

1. The American people want to protect their children,

including their youngest children in the

womb. The pro-life side in this case asked the Court to let

them do that. The State of Mississippi tried to

do that and a federal court told them they could not

protect babies who were too young to survive

outside the womb. The Court refused to even consider

the evidence that Mississippi legislators had used

to conclude that they should protect these children

starting at 15 weeks gestation, through the

Gestational Age Act passed in 2018.

2. In accepting this case in May of 2021, the Supreme

Court agreed to answer the question of

whether all bans on elective abortion prior to viability

(now about 22 weeks into pregnancy) are
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unconstitutional. This question arises from the fact that

Roe vs. Wade, as well as Planned Parenthood vs.

Casey pointed to viability as the dividing line, before

which the state may not prohibit abortion, and

after which it may do so in certain circumstances.

3. Abortion is not mentioned in the Constitution, nor is

viability, nor is the notion that the state

cannot protect unborn babies. Nor are these ideas found

in the objective, deeply rooted history,

traditions, or legal practices of our country. On the

contrary, when the 14th Amendment was adopted –

which the proabortion side points to as the source of the

“right” to have an abortion – 30 out of the 37

existing states prohibited abortion. Therefore, as the

prolife side argued in this case, this

“right” to

abortion cannot be considered a

“Constitutional right.”

4. The Supreme Court has made

clear in its abortion decisions that

the states have certain interests

that they can pursue, from the onset

of pregnancy. Among these

interests are the life in the womb,

the

health of the mother, and the

integrity of the medical profession.

The states pursue these interests by

passing laws that advance them, as

Mississippi did in this case.

5. But while the Courts have long

held that the states have these

interests, they tied their hands

since Roe and prevented them from advancing those

interests to the point of protecting the unborn

because of idea that doing so before viability was

unconstitutional.

6. This “viability” boundary line took policymaking on

abortion away from the people and their

elected representatives, and put it in the hands of

unelected judges. It made the Supreme Court the

national medical review board on abortion, unlike it did

with any other medical procedure.

7. This unnatural role for the Supreme Court caused

tremendous confusion for decades, because

the Court kept changing the guidance it gave to lower

courts and to legislatures about what kind of

abortion-related laws were constitutional. Judges,

including Supreme Court Justices, disagreed on their

interpretation of the standards, leaving both the courts

and the legislatures unsure of what they should

do regarding abortion policy.

8. Therefore, Mississippi is asked the Court to start

evaluating abortion laws the same way as other

kinds of laws, by allowing what is called a “rational basis

review.” In other words, if a law is rationally

related to a legitimate state interest, that should be

enough for it to be considered

constitutional,

without having to undergo any

other heightened standard of

scrutiny. In this way, policy-making

on

abortion can return to the people

and their elected lawmakers, who

are more equipped than the courts

to gather and consider evidence,

have public debate and hearings,

utilize the amendment process, and

make changes in the law to keep up

with modern developments.

9. A key argument in this case is

precisely those modern

developments in science, research,

law

and culture that have provided much more

accommodation and support for pregnant mothers to

have

their children, and that have allowed us to know those

children in the womb as medical science’s

newest patients. The proliferation of pregnancy centers,

including medical clinics, and the Safe Haven

laws in all 50 states give mothers who cannot raise their

children far more options than they had at the

time of Roe. Research on the harm abortion does to

women, men and families, furthermore, has
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strengthened the interests of the states in preventing such

harm.

10. The Supreme Court has been asked to reject the idea

that the advancement of women

somehow depends on the availability of abortion. The

fact that women advanced in society prior to the

legalization of abortion, and continue to advance despite

a decline in abortions, is just one reason why

such an assertion is ridiculous. Therefore the Dobbs case

asked the Court to uphold Mississippi’s law,

and also to reverse the erroneous, unworkable and

damaging precedents of Roe vs. Wade and Planned

Parenthood vs. Casey.

The Leak

11. On May 2, a draft opinion on the case written by

Justice Alito and confirmed as authentic by

Chief Justice Roberts was leaked to the media. The case

shows a complete victory for the pro-life side

with an overturning of Roe and Casey. Though the leak is

regrettable, because the confidentiality of the

Court’s process must be preserved, the contents of the

leak are cause for gratitude and joy, as we see

the Court moving in the right direction.

12. The Justices announced a year ago (May 17, 2021) that

they were taking this case, and no doubt

have been under all kinds of threats and pressure since

then. This latest eruption of pressure and

intimidation since the leak is not likely to change

anyone’s mind at this late stage of the process.

13. The leaked draft would put prohibitions on abortion

back into the hands of legislators. Yet the

abortion supporters protest at the Justices’ homes and the

Churches rather than at the state houses.

This is because Roe handed them abortion on a silver

platter, without requiring them to do the mature,

painstaking work of lobbying their lawmakers. So when

the magic of the Court is taken away from them,

all they know how to do is pout like spoiled children

rather than engage the legislative process.

14. Moreover, abortion supporters show up at the

Churches because the abortion clinic is their

Church, abortion-on-demand is their dogma, and

abortion itself is their sacrament. In their mind, when

we restrict abortion, we are restricting their Church.

That’s why they react by coming to ours.

15. If abortion supporters believed their own rhetoric,

namely, that Roe is “settled law,” and that

most Americans agree with them that unrestricted

abortion should be legal, then they would not be

acting with the panic and rage they are displaying now.

They could just relax, because, after all, the

Court will still allow lawmakers to keep abortion legal. If

the people are with them, that shouldn’t be a

problem. But in reality, they know the people and

lawmakers of America do not uphold their radical,

extreme position of abortion-on-demand.

16. The Democrats passed a radical abortion-on-demand

bill some months ago in the US House, but

failed to pass it in the US Senate. It does not, as they like

to say, “codify Roe,” because Roe did not see

the right to abortion as absolute. Roe permitted states to

prohibit abortion in the final months of

pregnancy and permitted other regulations as well,

whereas the Democrat bill does not. The Democrats

are supporting the elimination of all restrictions and

regulations on abortion, including parental rights

when a minor seeks an abortion. The American people

have never agreed with unrestricted abortion.

The Victory

17. A victory in the Dobbs case should be celebrated by

the pro-life movement as a “milestone

victory” rather than a “final victory.” A milestone is a

significant development or change on the way to a

goal. A Dobbs victory opens a new chapter where our

lawmakers will be able to enact laws that will

protect unborn babies and their families significantly

more than the Courts have allowed so far. That

provides the opportunity for our movement to work with

our lawmakers pass such laws, which will

actually go into effect, and work with public officials to

enforce them.

18. The final victory would be complete legal protection

of the unborn at every stage of

development, and everywhere in our nation, secured not

only by statute but by a Constitutional
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amendment recognizing the rights of the unborn to be

protected and the duty of the state to protect

them. To reach that point, we obviously have to remove

from our jurisprudence the idea that there is a

constitutional “right to abortion.” The overturning of Roe

and Casey accomplish that essential

milestone.

Additional Talking Points

19. Once Roe vs. Wade is overturned by Dobbs, the

abortion battle will heat up in the states. In

some states, laws, court decisions and constitutional

amendments have already been put in place, or

are being crafted, to let abortion continue. These can be

changed if enough people in those states want

to do so. In other states, laws, court decisions and

constitutional amendments are in place or are being

crafted to protect the unborn. Some states have “trigger

laws” that will start protecting the unborn

once Roe is out of the way. Other states have pro-life laws

on the books from before Roe that can be reactivated. Still

others have a favorable environment to pass new pro-life

laws. Basically, it’s a 20-20-10

split between the states with pro-abortion policies,

pro-life policies, and a favorable environment for

new pro-life policies.

20. As more states prohibit abortion, more mothers will

seek other options. The pro-life movement

will be there to help them, as we have been all along, with

thousands of pregnancy centers providing

professional and confidential medical services and

counseling, assistance to find multiple social services

and legal assistance, parenting classes, and much more.

Pro-life laws will also increase funding for these

alternatives to abortion, as various states have already

started to do.

21. Contrary to the pro-abortion narrative, striking down

a “constitutional right to abortion” does

not put our privacy or other rights in danger. The

Supreme Court has acknowledged in its abortion

decisions that abortion is a unique act, which unlike other

acts or medical procedures, involves the

ending of a life. It is the presence of a second life that has

brought about in the past – and brings about

again now – laws prohibiting the taking of that life. That

has no constitutional bearing on acts that do

not take a life.

22. Contrary to the pro-abortion narrative, most

Americans favor greater restrictions on abortion,

especially after the first trimester, and do not think that

the Supreme Court is the best place for

abortion policy to be created. (See

PriestsForLife.org/Statistics for polling information.)

Moreover, most

Americans who express an opinion about Roe vs. Wade

do not realize that it permitted abortion

throughout the pregnancy. ô

Ongoing Formation Self Study 

See the Rule Reflections at the end of the newsletter

Prayer Intentions

Pope Francis prayer intentions for July:

Please pray for the Elderly in July, and in particular, on

the World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly on

July 24.

“We cannot speak about family without talking about the

importance of the elderly among us. We elderly people

often have a special sensitivity for care, for reflection, and

affection,” Pope Francis noted. “We are, or we can

become, teachers of tenderness.”

“We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and

memory of a people, that their experience and wisdom

will help those who are younger to look to the future

with hope and responsibility,” the Pope said.

“Let us pray for the elderly, that they may become

teachers of tenderness so that their experience and

wisdom may help young people to look towards the

future with hope and responsibility,” he said. 

For the needs of our Fraternity members

1. Kyle Crissey Diabetes and teenage struggles
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Mary Gordon

2. Tammy Rich’s daughter to return to Catholic Church

3. Maggie and Junaid Gul Conversion to Catholic faith

and increased love in their new marriage

4. Ping Liu For Employment and passing of tests in

October. Praises and congratulations on new job and

apartment.

5. Nathan Dang Return to the Lord

6. Ian Tran Healing

7. Steve and Yoli Health and Estate Finalization

8. For the Homeless

9. For my sister Cindy to return to full communion with

the Catholic Church

10. For those unable to attend the meeting May 1 and

June 5

11. Allison and Keith Healing for all illnesses and return

to God

12. For all our kids, grandchildren and family who have

fallen away from God and church, may they return to

the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ

13. For the peoples of Ukraine and Poland

14. For the peoples of Russia

15. For the peoples of Uvalde, TX

16. Michael Parenteau Complete healing of COVID

17. Marsha Lucas Healing from cancer

18. Brian Couch Healing from cancer

19. For an end to all violence and mass shootings!

20. Mary Ann and her son, Elliot, as they move into their

own apartment

21. Fr. Ron Mohnickey Healing

22. Fr. Stainbrook

23. Fr. Kennedy

24. Fr. Dean

25. Gracie Jo McCoy’s Granddaughter, healing from

seizure d/o

26. Debbie Falgout’s daughter for surgery success

27. Carol Lieser Continued surgical recovery

28. Janie Rios prayers for family and repose of the soul

for her brother, prayers for grandson,

Adrian James, in ICU and his

caregivers

For our Deceased Members

• For Mary Gordon, ofs who died on July 18, 2020

 •  For all the Secular Franciscans

that have died this year, that

the Lord might raise up, from

the example of their lives, new

members that are willing to

live the Gospel in the

footsteps of St. Francis.

ô

SFO Rule Excerpts

By Fr. John Sullivan

REVIEWING THE SFO RULE, article by article, with

associated questions for sharing.  Website from which

this article came:

http://www.thefriars.org/SFO/index.html

- compiler, Fr. John Sullivan, ofm - 2004 

Note: The discussion questions, marked (SHF) were

developed by members of Sacred Heart Fraternity, which

were created to supplement Fr. Sullivan's comments.

Consideration of Article 24 from Chapter  III,    Life in

Fraternity

24. To foster communion among members, the council

should organize regular and frequent meetings of the

community as well as meeting with other Franciscan

groups, especially with youth groups. It should adopt

appropriate means for growth in Franciscan and ecclesial

life and encourage everyone to a life of fraternity. This

communion continues with deceased brothers and sisters

through prayer for them.

Questions for Reflection and discussion:

What have we been offering to our members?
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Have our regular fraternity meetings been spiritually

nourishing, and giving sufficient time (at least one hour)

to Franciscan spirituality reflection topics - the Rule, St.

Francis, and his spirituality?

What kind of ongoing formation does our fraternity

use?

How do we share our faith with the youth?  How do

we share the Gospel living in the Manner of St. Francis

with the youth? Do I volunteer to help in these matters?

ô

Praying with our father Francis

Finding INSPIRATION in the WRITINGS of St. Francis –

a Sharing Guide

We have been reviewing Francis' writings, and now we

begin an 8 part series on the Franciscan Charisms

produced by Fr. Sullivan.  This is the 2stpart of this  8

part  series.  Have on hand the SFO Rule, General

Constitutions, and Ritual prior to beginning these.

Our Franciscan Charism: An SFO Reviewby Fr. John

Sullivan, ofm

Lesson TWO: Elements of Our Franciscan Charism 

(Articles 8 & 9).   Our SFO General Constitutions supply

us with inspirational support and challenge to work at

capturing, at living out our Franciscan Calling. This series

will look at articles 8 to 16, which can give us much food

for thought. Living by the SFO Rule and General

Constitutions is what we profess to do.

As we start today, we will look at General Constitution

articles 8 & 9, where we read in Article 8:

1. The Secular Franciscans commit themselves by

their profession to live the Gospel according to

Franciscan spirituality in their secular condition.

2. They seek to deepen, in the light of faith, the

values and choices of the evangelical life according to the

Rule of the SFO:

• (in Rule 7) in a continually renewed

journey of conversion and of formation.

• (in Rule 4,3) open to the challenges that

come from society and from the Church's life situation,

going from Gospel to life and from life to Gospel.

• in the personal and communal

dimensions of this journey.

for part 1:

Q1. What is the message of art.8, 1 as it stresses part of the

profession commitment?

Q2. Do I realize that being a Secular Franciscan contains

these specific commitments?

Q3. How do I find this happening in my own life?

Q4. Identifying the requirement of Canon 303, the word

"secular" is purposely used. Is this why the older name of

the Third Order of St. Francis very appropriately changed

to be called the "Secular Franciscan Order"?

Q5. Do I make this description the central focus of my

life? What distracts me from it? What methods do I use to

help realize this focus?

Q6. "To live the Gospel" – This expression in the Rule

identifies with St. Francis' summary of our Franciscan

approach to life. All three Orders use this expression in

their opening statements.  Knowing some of St. Francis'

life, how would you explain what this expression means?

And, what is "the Gospel"? De we recognize that it's not

enough to pray and study the Gospels, but also to LIVE

it?

Q7. Could you expand on the meaning of that term?

for part 2: The second part of art.8 is a call for ongoing

formation, both individually day by day and

communally.

Q8. Make a list of the goals expected of an SFO member

in article 8,2.

Q9. To accomplish these goals, do these require setting

aside time as a priority?

Q10. Perhaps blocking out time in my day is needed to

achieve these Franciscan goals? Give specific examples of

how you fulfill these.

Q11. Am I willing to regularly devote time to these

expectations of formation? What distracts me from so

doing?
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Article 9:

1. (see Rule 5) The spirituality of the Secular Franciscan

is a plan of life centered on the person and on the

following of Christ, rather than a detailed program to be

put into practice.

2. (see Rule 4,3) The Secular Franciscan, committed to

following the example and the teachings of Christ, must

personally and assiduously study the Gospel and Sacred

Scripture. The fraternity and its leaders should foster love

for the Word of the Gospel and help the brothers and

sisters to know and understand it as it is proclaimed by

the Church with the assistance of the Holy Spirit.

for part 1:

Q12. What specific topics are supposed to be included

in our initial formation? Check out article 40,2. Make a

list of them.

Q13. What specific topics are supposed to be included

in our ongoing formation? Check out articles 40,2 and 44.

Make a list of them.

Q14. In the course of a three-year span, do we find

some of these areas of ongoing formation being

neglected? What might be done to improve this fidelity to

the richness of our expected formation?

Q15. Who specifically is expected to oversee and give

guidance to this formation, expecially at the meetings?

(see art.52,3,a)

For part 2:

Q16. What does "assiduously" mean (as in art.9,2)?

Does this apply to me?

Q17. Does this article (9,2) imply study and prayer

(both) personally during the month as well as in the

fraternity meeting?

Q18. Does our praying the Liturgy of the Hours and

meditating with it help us be acquainted with and being

inspired by the Scriptures? Share your experiences –

positive and/or negative.

Q19. The Evening Prayer (as well as the Morning

Prayer) is a chain of nine (9) distinct meditations/prayers.

What variety of Scriptures is used in constructing the

Evening Prayer, for example. Make a list of the nine

distinct parts. (Lesson, #3 will deal with articles 10 & 11.)

ô

Mary Alterpiece (Miraflores Alterpiece) by Rogier van der Weyden, c. 1440, Oil on oak panel, 71 x 43 cm (each), Staatliche Museen, Berlin
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Immaculata Fraternity Calendar 
Dates are 2022 unless otherwise noted 

Updated: July 12 2022 
  

Date   Event   Notes as needed1 

July 3  Regular gatherings canceled for holiday   

July 16  Council meeting 10 a.m via Zoom  Via Zoom meeting  

July 16   Fraternity Picnic – potluck 12:30 ‐ ??  718 Hawk Lane Coppell, TX 75019   
Meats provided, pring drinks, veggies, 
side dishes as you like. 

July 30  Patriot House   richdusz@hotmail.com   

Aug 3‐ 7  Quinquennial – the “Q”  Phoenix AZ 

Aug 7  Formation Initiates 12:30 pm 
Fraternity Gathering Chapter 8‐9 
Ongoing Formation:  Sacred Art 

Carol away at Q, Brad Lead 

Aug 20  Council Meeting   

Aug 27  Patriot House   richdusz@hotmail.com   

Sept 4  Formation Initiates 12:30 
Fraternity Gathering 1:30: Chs 9 10‐11 
Ongoing Formation:  San Damiano Cross 

Some may be at the Q during this 
meeting 
Ongoing Formation by Fr Klaus 

Sept 17   Council Meeting 10 a.m.   

Sept 24  Patriot House   richdusz@hotmail.com   

Oct 2   Formation Initiates 12:30 
Fraternity Gathering 1:30 
Ongoing Formation:   

 

Oct 3  Transitus GSCC    

Oct 15   Council Meeting 10 a.m.   

Oct 22   Patriot House   richdusz@hotmail.com   

Nov 6   Formation Initiates 12:30 
Fraternity Gathering 1:30 
Ongoing Formation:  Christmas Creche and 
Francis 

 

Nov 19   Council Meeting 10 a.m.   

Nov 26  Patriot House   richdusz@hotmail.com   

Dec 4   Advent Renewal Program w Potluck    

Dec 17  Council Meeting 10 a.m.   

Dec 31  Patriot House   richdusz@hotmail.com    

Jan 1 2023  First Sunday:  No in Person Meeting.     At home celebration of Epiphany 

Notes: 
1. GSCC:  Good Shephard Catholic Community, 1000 Tinker Rd, Colleyville, TX  76034 
2. Council Meeting Location:  718 Hawk Ln, Coppell, Tx 75019 
3. Patriot House Location:  2320 Cypress Street Fort Worth, Tx 76102 
4. Location of this file:  Immaculata Fraternity, Google Drive.  Please make any modifications to this list on the Google 

Drive location. 
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